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The Branford Community
Foundation (BCF) is gener-
ously offering a $100,000
matching grant for dona-
tions to the Blackstone
Library@ Campaign for the
Blackstone. When you do-
nate any amount up to and
including $1,000, BCF will
MATCH your donation,
doubling the gift you give!
Read more inside.

Members of the boards of the Branfard Community Foundation and Blackstone Trustees announcing the BLF

Matching Gift of SI00.000 on March 78

We are thrilled to announce
a matching grant award
from the Branford Commu-
nity Foundation which
brings us to the $275,000
mark on our campaign ther-
mometer, made appropri-
ately of books, donated to
the Friends book sale and
used with permission. We
look forward to adding
books throughout the cam-
paign which is expected to
last for the next several
months until we reach our
goal of $800,000. A huge
thank you goes out the to
the BCF, their board of di-
rectors, and donors who
made this gift possible.

Now we are appealing to all
those who enjoy and benefit
from the library to complete
the match!

This month we presented the
renovation plan to the Town
Center Revitalization & Re-
view Board and were re-
ceived very positively. Staff
participated in four meetings
with our architects to pro-
vide input on the design of
the interior spaces. The
building committee met with
the architects on April 3rd to
view options for materials for
the new entryway. The Town
of Branford issued an RFP for
a construction manager and
we will review proposals and
interview firms in April.

The Welcoming Branford Ex-
hibit is up and a reception is
scheduled for April 19th at
6pm. The exhibit allowed
ERACE students and other
members of our community

to share stories that illustrate
our unique backgrounds and
also help us to come together
as a community. Participants
at the 5th annual ELL night on
April 3 were among the first
to view the exhibit.

My year as CLA President is
winding down. | had the
pleasure of attending the CT
Places Advocacy Day on
March 29th and spoke on
behalf of the borrowlIT CT
cuts. | also contacted our
House Reps to advocate
against the federal cuts to the
Institute of Museum and Li-
brary Services. We have 10
staff attending the CLA con-
ference, and one part-time
staff member is an award
winner!

Karen Jensen


http://www.branfordcommunityfoundation.org/
http://www.branfordcommunityfoundation.org/

(ur teens showing
off their cooking
abilities!
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February Highlights from the Youth Services Department

We have some exciting news
to share - Miss Mary and | are
being inducted into the 2017
Branford Educational Hall of
Fame in April. The Education
Hall of Fame was created to
give recognition to those that
support the education and
growth of the entire commu-
nity. Miss Mary and | have
been nominated as a team
and whole heartedly believe
that all of our storytimes,
programs for older children,
technology expertise, out-
reach and special events
would not be possible with-
out our Youth Services staff
and rest of the LibraryQsup-
port. Having their input when
it comes to initiating new
ideas, creating displays and
crafts allows for the depart-
ment to run seamlessly and
has become a level of backing
that we continually rely upon.
So, we just want to say thank
you for always being there;
we could not provide such a
high level of service without
your help and willingness ¢to
do.¢

This month marked the re-
turn of our Read to a Dog
program provided by Pet
Partners. The response has
been great with 25 families
attending. Pet Partners was
excited with the turnout and
will be looking for additional
volunteers next month. Many
of our families were happy
with the program and
thought this was a great way
for their children to not only
read aloud to a non-
judgmental listener but also
get used to interacting with
dogs in general. We hope
that everyone will plan on
coming back in March.

Miss Mary and Christina from
the Reference Department
were able to take part in our
cooking event for teens. Over
the shortened winter break
we asked the Stop and Shop
nutritionist to put together a
Cooking Wars contest for
teens in middle school and
up. During the event partici-
pants broke into small groups
and used a series of ingredi-
ents to create a healthy meal.
Stop and Shop provides all of
the cooking materials along
with a échallengeé ingredient
that everyone has to use in
their dish. We had 8 teens
participate and broke into
boys vs. girls teams. Miss
Mary, Christina and the Stop
and Shop nutritionist acted as
judges once each dish was
complete. Miss Mary was
impressed by their cutting
skills and thought it was awe-
some that they could come
up with their own recipes.
Even though the judges en-
joyed both dishes they felt
that the boys team took
home the grand prize. To see
pictures of the event head to
our Facebook page.

Another program we offered
for teens was a SAT vs. ACT
preparation class provided by
Bulldog Tutors. Bulldog Tu-
tors is a tutoring organization
for high school and college
students that is run 100% by
Yale graduates. They provide
one on one tutoring opportu-
nities across a wide variety of
subjects along with free
workshops for small groups
on various topics. This month
they talked about the differ-
ences between the SAT and
ACT and the benefits of each
test. During the workshop
participants identified which

test played better to their
strengths, so that they could
plan accordingly. We had 5
families attend this infor-
mation session so we are
planning to bring them back
in the spring.

At the beginning of the
month we worked with the
Willoughby Wallace Memori-
al Library to create a Take
Your Child to the Library Day
(TYCTTLD) program across
both locations. TYCTTLD is a
national movement that
brings families to libraries by
offering special events and
services. This year we decid-
ed to focus on our youngest
patrons (babies - age 5) by
putting on music filled morn-
ing. During the two hour
stretch families played, made
their own instruments and
took part in a Music Together
class.

Katy and | also started our
second session of Digital De-
sign for 3rd—pth graders.
This program is provided by
GoogleQ dComputer Science
First€ online program and
allows participants to experi-
ment with coding through
MITs SCRATCH program. Last
session Katy and | focused on
sound which let participants
learn how to create musical
arrangements and add sound
to cartoons. This session we
are jumping into video gam-
ing and animation. Partici-
pants will learn how to create
controllers, characters and
playable games that they can
share. The kids that signed up
are anxious to begin and
hope to share their creations
with the public so that every-
one can play!

Carly Lemire
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Campaign for the Blackstone-Update

On Tuesday March 28, repre-
sentatives of the James Black-
stone Memorial Library and
the Branford Community
Foundation met with local
media at the Blackstone Li-
brary to announce major sup-
port for the LibraryQ Capital
Campaign effort. The Bran-
ford Community Foundation
will be making the largest gift
in its history to help the li-
brary continue to be an out-
standing asset and communi-
ty resource for Branford.

GThis goes beyond financial
support€ said Andy McKirdy,
Chair of the LibraryQ Board of
Directors, Cit represents a
deep and thoughtful partner-
ship between two of this
townQ most significant insti-
tutions.€

jumpstart the LibraryQ Capi-
tal Campaign by challenging
the community to join in the
effort. All individual gifts up
to and including $1,000 will
be matched by the Founda-
tion on a dollar for dollar ba-
sis, effectively doubling all
contributions up to a total of
$100,000. This effort will ac-
count for 25% of the cam-
paignQ $800,000 goal to-
wards the $4.8 million reno-
vation and expansion cost.
The state has guaranteed a
grant of $1 million towards
the project.

"I'm very excited to help the
Blackstone Memorial Library
raise the funds needed to
renovate its iconic Branford
building,£ said Stephanie Far-
ber, President of the Branford
Community Foundation@

Blackstone is a key resource
in the very center of Bran-
ford, one that serves our citi-
zens every day. The Founda-
tion is extremely pleased to
encourage contributions by
matching any grant up to and
including $1,000, up to a total
of $100,000."

As of this date, the library has
received commitments of
$275,000 towards the
$800,000 goal, including the
Foundation grant, private
gifts and support from the
libraryQ Board of Trustees.
Significantly, the Friends of
the James Blackstone Memo-
rial Library, a separate non-
profit organization estab-
lished to support the library
through a variety of fundrais-
ing activities, has committed
$25,000 to this effort.

Bradley Chidsey House
ca. 1924

The $100,000 grant will Board of Directors. dThe

Highlights from the Reference Department-February

We had another great month
of programs, including a
Branford Forum on political
terrorism, attended by over
50 people, yoga, knitting, a
program on Connecticut@
bald eagles, classes on Excel
and 3D printing, book groups,
Ask-A-Lawyer, a Land Trust
lecture, an opera preview (for
a full length simulcast opera
being shown at Branford@
Regal Cinemas), and our
monthly new release movie,
Manchester By the Sea, which
was attended by over one
hundred people.

We had an interesting ques-
tion this month from a patron
who called to inquire about
the Bradley Chidsey house.
We are extremely fortunate
to have a wealth of material
on Branford houses provided
by our Town Historian, Jane
Bouley. We found a descrip-
tion of the Bradley Chidsey
house, which was originally
on the corner of Main Street
and Home Place, until
Shelley@ Garden Center was
built. At that time, the house
was moved back on Home
Place and now serves as part
of the Garden Center.

The information on Branford
houses is only one of many
resources that Jane Bouley
has provided the library.
Thanks to her years of re-
search, we have vital records
indexes, transcribed church
records, local history articles,
scanned copies of newspaper
obituaries, notes on local
families, real estate records,
maps, scanned city directo-
ries, photographs, and more.

Deb Trofatter
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number of important roles.
They provide recreation,
stimulate economic activity,

Aprli 29 @ 3:00 pm
The Twelve Lives of Samuel
Hawley by Hannah Tinti

Lheck our website for more programs! Programs with * require registration,

February 2017 Statistics—Deirdre Santora & Gennett Grinnell
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