
BIOGRAPHY / MEMOIR 
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 
by Maya Angelou  

He Calls Me By Lightning the Life of 

Caliph Washington and the Forgotten Saga of 

Jim Crow, Southern Justice, and the Death 

Penalty by Jonathan Bass  

The Yellow House by Sarah M. Broom  

I’m Still Here Black Dignity in a World 

Made for Whiteness by Austin Channing Brown  

How We Fight for Our Lives  
by Saeed Jones  

When They Call You a Terrorist  
by Patricia Khan-Cullors  

Heavy: An American Memoir  
by Laymon Kiese  

Redefining Realness by Janet Mock  

Men We Reaped by Jesmyn Ward  

Solitary Unbroken by Four Decades in 

Solitary Confinement, by Albert Woodfox 

The Autobiography of Malcolm X  
by Malcolm X  

COLLECTED ESSAYS & POEMS 
Freedom is a Constant Struggle 
Ferguson, Palestine, and the Foundations of a 

Movement by Angela Davis  

Sister Outsider by Audre Lorde  

Citizen: an American Lyric  
by Claudia Rankine 

The Fire This Time a New Generation 

Speaks About Race by Jesmyn Ward  

EVENTS IN HISTORY 

Give Us the Ballot the Modern Struggle 

for Voting Rights in America by Ari Berman  

Reconstruction America’s Unfinished 

Revolution, 1863-1877 by Eric Foner  

Forever Free the Story of Emancipation & 

Reconstruction by Eric Foner  

The Lynching the Epic Courtroom Battle 

that Brought Down the Klan by Laurence 

Leamer  

Separate the Story of Plessy v. Ferguson, 

and America’s Journey from Slavery to 

Segregation by Steve Luxenberg  

Blood at the Root a Racial Cleansing in  

America by Patrick Phillips  

The Color of Law a Forgotten History of 

How Our Government Segregated America  

by Richard Rothstein  

A More Beautiful & Terrible History 
the Uses and Misuses of Civil Rights History  

by Jeanne Theoharis  

Blood in the Water the Attica Prison 

Uprising of 1971 and its Legacy  

by Heather Ann Thompson  

The Blood of Emmett Till  
by Timothy B. Tyson  

Medical Apartheid the Dark History of 

Medical Experimentation on Black Americans 

from Colonial Times to the Present  

by Harriet A. Washington  

The Warmth of Other Suns the Epic 

Story of America’s Great Migration  

by Isabel Wilkerson  

Wilmington’s Lie the Murderous Coup of 

1898 and the Rise of White Supremacy  

by David Zucchino  

A CLOSER LOOK AT 

Racism,  

Antiracism,  

and  

Social Justice 

in America 



How to be an Antiracist  
by Ibram X. Kendi  

Stamped from the Beginning the 

Definitive History of Racist Ideas in America 

by Ibram X. Kendi  

So You Want to Talk About Race  

by Ijeoma Oluo  

I See Color Identifying, Understanding, and 

Reducing Hidden Racism 
by Robert Pellegrino  

Me & White Supremacy Combat 

Racism, Change the World, and Become a 

Good Ancestor by Layla F. Saad  

How We Fight White Supremacy a 

Field Guide to Black Resistance  

by Akiba Solomon  

Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting 

Together in the Cafeteria?  
by Beverly Daniel Tatum  

 

• • • 

 

 

Please also see our booklist of titles 

by African American authors for 

works of fiction that can offer an 

additional layer of understanding of 

the Black experience.  

Available at blackstonelibrary.org/

readers-advisory/ 

  

MASS INCARCERATION & 

POLICE BRUTALITY 

The New Jim Crow Mass Incarceration 

in the Age of Colorblindness  

by Michelle Alexander  

Charged the New Movement to Transform 

American Prosecution and End Mass 

Incarceration by Emily Bazelon  

Policing the Black Man by Angela Davis  

Locking Up Our Own by James Forman  

Just Mercy a Story of Justice & 

Redemption by Bryan Stevenson  

 

RACE, RACISM & 

ANTIRACISM IN SOCIETY 

White Rage the Unspoken Truth of our 

Racial Divide by Carol Anderson  

Motherhood So White  
by Nefertiti Austin  

The Fire Next Time by James Baldwin  

Between the World & Me  
by Ta-Nehisi Coates  

Eloquent Rage a Black Feminist 

Discovers her Superpower  

by Brittany C. Cooper  

Evicted Poverty & Profit in the American 

City by Matthew Desmond  

White Fragility Why it’s so Hard for 

White People to Talk About Racism  

by Robin J. DiAngelo  
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