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Why wait for 
the next book sale?  
Get your books now 

by shopping at 
our Virtual Book Cart. 

 
The Virtual Book Cart is 
back!  It is an easy way 
to obtain lightly used 
books, mostly fiction – 
in both hardcover and 
trade paperback format, 
at great prices ($3 for 
hardcover and $2 for 
trade paperback).   For 
more information visit 
blackstonelibrary.org 

Carrie Lakin 

Branford  from West Virginia.  
She is a retired podiatrist who 
moved to CT as her daughter 
is attending college in the 
Boston area.  During the 20 
years of her medical practice 
in West Virginia, Carrie served 
for a time by appointment of 
the Governor on the West 
Virginia Board of Medicine.   
 
She also served on the board 
of the Children’s Theater of 
Charleston, WV.  As a board 
member, she brought her 
experience as the business 
owner of a medical practice 
to help the Children’s Theater 
by setting up a new ac-
counting system for the or-
ganization. 

Honoring our Board Members 

At its December 21, 2021, 
meeting, the Board of the 
Friends presented certificates 
of appreciation to retiring 
Board members Jon Clark and 
Mary Hally.  
 
Both Jon and Mary were long-
time members of the Friends 
and the Board and continued 
to contribute through their 
leadership, talents and “do 
whatever is needed” attitudes 
to be significant drivers of our 
success in support of the 
Library and our Branford 
Community over the years.  
 
At their February meeting, 
the board of directors unani-
mously voted to welcome 
new board member Carrie 
Lakin. 
 
Carrie is a native Midwestern-
er who is a recent arrival in 

 
Carrie is a recent Friends vol-
unteer who is motivated to 
become engaged in her new 
community.  Her current roles 
with the Friends include pick-
ing up books on Thursdays, 
helping to mail online sales 
on Mondays, and sorting one 
of the categories for the com-
ing book sales.  
 
Some of her special interests 
include ornithology, science, 
and art history.  Carrie brings 
additional depth and experi-
ence to the current Board.   
 

Welcome, Carrie!! 

Pictured: Karen Jensen, Library Director, Jon Clark, retiring 
board member, and Barbara Barrett, Vice President  

https://cloud.collectorz.com/510742/books
http://www.blackstonelibrary.org


rative designs, you may do so. 
Replacement cards are $1. 
 
Notable Facts 
 
Jenna Anthony, Reference 
Librarian, is working through-
out the year to highlight in-
teresting facts gleaned from 
the library’s history.  Some of 
the topics include the spiral 
staircase, past programs in 
the auditorium, original li-
brary cards and staff through 
the  years.  See the library 
website and social media for 
the complete list. 
 
Time Capsule 
 
As part of our year-long cele-
bration, we invite you to 
commemorate 125 years of 
enriching Branford life by 
helping preserve history with 
contributions to the anniver-
sary time capsule. Everyone 
in the community is invit-
ed to participate, includ-
ing residents of all ages, 
community groups, ser-
vice organizations, and 
businesses. 
 
We’ve created a form 
with questions that are 
designed to capture a 

 
In June of 1896, the 
Blackstone Library first 
opened its doors to the 
public. Since then, the 
library has provided es-
sential access to re-
sources, information, 
and unique shared expe-
riences. This year, the 
James Blackstone Me-
morial Library is cele-
brating 125 years of en-
gaging, informing, and 
empowering the Bran-
ford community.  
 
Commemorative 
Library Cards 
 
To mark this important mile-
stone, the library has created 
two new library card designs, 
showcasing the history and 
beauty of the library building. 
These new limited-edition 
cards are now available to 
new and existing library card 
holders. 
 
The Construction Card fea-
tures a photo of the copper 
dome being lifted and placed 
by an early model crane. The 
Dome Card features a photo-
graph of the interior of the 
rotunda dome, which is em-
bellished with large paintings 
that depict the evolution of 
bookmaking. These panels 
were painted by well-known 
artist Oliver Dennett Grover 
(1860-1927). The next time 
you visit the Blackstone, be 
sure to take a moment to lift 
your gaze to the dome, inside 
and out! 
 
If you already have a library 
card and wish to replace it 
with one of these commemo-

slice of life in Branford and at 
the Blackstone Library. Tell 
your story (and send us a 
picture) and we’ll include it in 
the time capsule, to be 
opened in 25 years! 
 
The Friends in Partnership 
 
The first edition of the news-
letter that became Marble 
Columns was published in 
1978.  Over the years, the 
Friends have organized bake 
sales and cooking demonstra-
tions in support of the library.  
The annual book sale was 
first held on the library 
grounds in 1990 and raised 
$333. In 2021, combined in-
come from the annual sales 
plus online sales contributed 
over $60,000 in gross re-
ceipts.  The organization has 
certainly grown to become a 
major contributor to the li-
brary’s success. 
 
Save the Date— 
June 25, 2022 
 
The anniversary year culmi-
nates in a day of fun for all 
ages, beginning with master 
storyteller Bill Harley, contin-
uing with a ceremony to seal 
and dedicate our time cap-
sule and games provided for 
play on the lawn.  The Friends 
have sponsored the cost of 
the lawn games and storytell-
er Bill Harley. 

The Legacy Endures 1896  - 2021 

Spring Book Sale 
Saturday & Sunday 
May 14 & 15 
 
Mark your calendar 
for our Spring Book 
Sale at the James 
Blackstone Memorial 
Library on Saturday 
and Sunday May 14th 
and 15th.  We will be 
offering adult fiction – 
hardcover and 
softcover and a varie-
ty of children’s books.  
Same great prices.  
Get your beach reads 
and summer reading 
material for the kids.  
For more information, 
please visit  
blackstonelibrary.org 



Generous funding from the 
Friends will make the follow-
ing programs possible this 
Spring in celebration of the 
library’s anniversary: 
 
The Victorian Lady 
March 19 @ 2:00-3:00pm 
Dressing in actual vintage and 
authentically reproduced 
undergarments, clothing and 
accessories, Kandie Carle 
adds humor, history and intri-
guing anecdotes about fash-
ion, home life and etiquette 
of men and women during 
the 1860s to the 1900s. The 
Victorian Lady program brings 
to light some of the differ-
ences as well as some of the 
similarities between us and 
our Victorian ancestors. A 
visual delight resplendent 
with wit and grace, this is a 
refreshing view of a magnifi-
cent era in history.  
 
Celtic Songs and Stories 
March 27 @ 1:30-3:00pm 
Enjoy the traditional music of 
Scotland, England and Ireland 
performed by Jeff Snow! 
Much of the history of this 
area is preserved in song, and 
Jeff’s love and knowledge of 
his Scottish heritage creates a 
delightful program of tradi-
tional and original tunes, 
songs, and stories that will 
educate as well as entertain. 
 
Seventeen Summers 
in a Garden 
March 31 @ 2:00-3:00pm 
Although his most famous 
works were set along the 
Mississippi River of his child-
hood, Mark Twain composed 

those novels while living in 
Nook Farm, a neighborhood 
of Hartford full of celebrated 
literary figures. This program 
explores what it was like in 
this vibrant community of 
authors and activists, whose 
residents included not only 
Twain, but also novelist Har-
riet Beecher Stowe, travel 
writer and journalist Charles 
Dudley Warner, Civil War 
hero and senator Joseph 
Hawley, and female suffrage 
campaigner Isabella Beecher 
Hooker. It also considers the 
ways Twain’s decades in Con-
necticut shaped his writing, 
family, and social life. Pre-
sented by DiDi Wiles, Week-
end Coordinator and Lead 
Interpreter at the Mark Twain 
House and Museum. 
 
The Art of the Blackstone 
Library: The Life and Times of 
Oliver Dennett Grover 
April 9, 2:00 - 3:00pm 
The crown jewels of the 
Blackstone Library are our 
murals, painted by renowned 
Chicago artist Oliver Dennett 
Grover. Join Grover’s official 
biographer Joel Dryer for a 
discussion of the art featured 
on the dome, as well as his 
life, art, and legacy.  
 
The Finest Library in 
New England: Branford and 
the Blackstone in 1896 
April 13, 6:00-7:00pm  
Join local historian Jane Boul-
ey for a snapshot of Branford 
in 1896. Learn about what life 
was like, and how the Black-
stone Library came to be.  

Spring Programs to Celebrate 125 Years 

 

From the Frontlines of 
Afghanistan: A Story of 
Friendship and Resettlement 
April 23 @ 2:00-3:00pm  
Join us for a personal story of 
soldiers, interpreters and the 
rescue of dozens of people in 
Kabul.  You’ll learn about the 
heroic women of Afghanistan 
and learn how you can sup-
port Afghan refugees in our 
neighborhood.   
 
A Visit from Harriet Beecher 
Stowe: Presented by the 
American Historical Theatre 
May 21 @ 2:00-3:00pm 
Harriett Beecher Stowe is 
stepping out of her portrait in 
the rotunda and into the li-
brary to help celebrate our 
125th Anniversary! Learn 
about the life and times of 
one of Connecticut’s most 
famous authors and how her 
work changed the world. 
 
Tissue Paper Mosaic Tile:  
All Ages Take & Make 
May 25, all day 
For our special anniversary 
Take & Make we’re exploring 
a library detail that’s right 
under your nose…and your 
toes! Our rotunda is home to 
12,500 square feet of hand 
laid mosaic tile flooring im-
ported from Paris. Whoever 
laid the tile was truly a master 
craftsman, and now you can 
be too! Grab your kit, then 
watch the video on YouTube 
at your leisure to recreate our 
gorgeous mosaic floor at 
home! All materials provided, 
limit one per family. 

All programs require registration—see our website for registration and a full listing of all programs happening this 
Spring: www.blackstonelibrary.org 

Blackstone Library 
turns into an 18-hole 
mini golf course this 
spring! Two days of 
play on the mini golf 
course for the entire 
family, plus Mini 
Golf: After Hours on 
Saturday evening, an 
adults-only event 
featuring a wine & 
spirits tasting spon-
sored by Branford 
Wine & Liquor plus a 
silent auction and 
snacks, in addition 
to mini golf.  
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Board of Directors 2021—2022: 
 

Alfred Bertoline, President 
Barbara Barrett, Vice President 
Jonathan Grande, Treasurer 
Judy Stebbins, Membership Chair 
(Vacant) Secretary 
Leslie Becker 
Alpha Coiro 
Joe Genua 
Carrie Lakin 
Andy McKirdy 
Pam Roy 
John Smith 
Callista Stoddard 
Helen Wong 
 
 

Karen Jensen, Library Director 

    Member Ex-Officio 

 

Linda Milici, Acting Secretary 

provide the resources for our 
continuing success.  Please 
talk to your family members, 
friends, and neighbors asking 
them to consider joining the 
Friends. 
 
We have some great pro-
grams coming up this spring 
at the library sponsored by 
the Friends.  Please go to the 
library’s website to see the 
complete listing and plan on 
attending. 
 
Alfred Bertoline, President 
friends@blackstonelibrary.org  

From the President 

Happy New Year to all! 
 
So many good things are hap-
pening with the Friends as we 
enter 2022.   
 
We are very pleased to give 
special recognition of appre-
ciation to Linda Milici, who is 
filling the role of acting secre-
tary for our Board of Direc-
tors through June 30, 2022. 
 
The James Blackstone Memo-
rial Library is celebrating its 
125th Anniversary this year.  
There are several activities 
and events to highlight the 
anniversary through the 
spring and summer.   Friends 
will be doing all that we can 
to participate and help the 

library commemorate this 
significant event. 
 
Joe Genua, Chairman of our 
successful book sale on the 
Green has reached an agree-
ment with the Town of Bran-
ford that permanently sets 
aside the third full weekend 
of September each year on 
the Town Green calendar for 
our annual book sale.  Over 
the past few years there has 
been considerable competi-
tion for use of the Green, and 
we thank the Town of Bran-
ford for recognizing our book 
sale as an important commu-
nity event. 
 
New Year – New members.   
Existing and new members 

Return Service Requested 


