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From the Caucasus to the Creek 
Rand additionally had plays 
produced on Broadway enti-
tled Penthouse Legen, Ideal, 
and Think Twice. Many of her 
books such as We the Living, 
Love Letters, and The Night 
of January 16 have been pro-
duced as films for which she 
wrote the screenplays. 
  
Rand spent the summer in 
Stony Creek in the late 1930s 
while her husband, Frank 
O'Connor, did summer stock. 
She developed key elements 
of the plot of her novel The 
Fountainhead at 16 Halls 
Point Road, the address 
where Rand had spent her 
two summers creating An-
them. The setting of The 
Fountainhead was partially 
in the nearby quarry. 
 
According to Steve Mariotti, 
contributor to the Huffington 
Post,  “When we were friends 
in 1980 and 1981,” he asked 
the famous novelist what was 
the favorite time of her life. 
 
“Hands down,” she said smil-
ing and closing her eyes to 
help the memories flood in, 
“the summers in Stony Creek 
when I was writing in the 
stone house and Frank was 
performing in the Night of 
January 16th.” 
 
“She said those were the hap-
piest times of her life. Later, 
she showed me a picture of 

If you are a movie buff and 
lover of literary classics, you 
will surely remember the ro-
mantic scenes between Gary 
Cooper and Patricia Neal in 
The Fountainhead. Its iconic 
author, Ayn Rand, was born 
Alissa Rosenbaum in St. Pe-
tersburg, Russia, the daughter 
of Fronz Rosenbaum, a chem-
ist, and her mother Anna in 
1905.  
 
The Russian Revolution, 
which occurred when she was 
twelve years old, changed her 
life as her family’s financial 
and social position declined 
and the remainder of her 
education was conducted 
according to Bolshevik guide-
lines. 
 
She moved to the United 
States in 1926 when she 
changed her name to Ayn 
(rhymes with “mine”) Rand 
(for the Remington-Rand 
typewriter which she trans-
ported to America). 
 
Rand penned 24 works. She 
was especially known for her 
two best-selling novels, The 
Fountainhead and Atlas 
Shrugged, and for developing 
a radical philosophical system 
she named Objectivism which 
supported anti-
authoritarianism, ethical ego-
ism, and rejected altruism. 
 

them together on the dock…. 
She went on in great length 
about how the idea for How-
ard Roark working in a quarry 
came from her time in Stony 
Creek.” 
 
Rand has always been a mag-
net for advocates of limited 
government. The New York 
Times dubbed her the 
"novelist laureate" of the 
Reagan Administration; and a 
1991 Library of Congress sur-
vey ranked Atlas Shrugged 
history's second most influen-
tial book, behind the Bible.  
 
She died March 6, 1982, an 
American citizen since 1931, 
found in her apartment on 
Manhattan's East Side. Death 
was attributed to natural 
causes. 
 
Ayn Rand is remembered for 
her many poignant quotes, 
one of which continues to be 
timely: 
 
 “We are fast approaching the 
stage of the ultimate inver-
sion: the stage where the 
government is free to do any-
thing it pleases, while the 
citizens may act only by per-
mission; which is the stage of 
the darkest periods of human 
history, the stage of rule by 
brute force”. 
 

—By Alpha Coiro 

16 Halls Point Road 

April 22, 1999 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Fountainhead
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Fountainhead
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/author/steve-mariotti


New Talent Wanted for Friends Board 
sign up with a friend and 
share the work. 
 
“I don’t have any special 
skills.”  Yes, you do.  At work 
and at home you’ve set prior-
ities, worked within budgets, 
followed through on projects, 
planned for the future, and 
coped with surprises.  Your 
experience is valuable.  Don’t 
underestimate it; we don’t. 
 
“I don’t know anyone on the 
Board.”  Neither did most of 
us until we got involved.  In 
years past, it’s true; most 
board positions were filled by 
word of mouth, among a cir-
cle of acquaintances.  But as 
the Library’s needs grew and 
the role of the Friends 
evolved, the importance of 
reaching out to the Branford 

community has been realized.  
Branford is blessed with so 
many capable people like 
you.  Your ideas are needed! 
Currently available are vacan-
cies for Public Relations and 
Social Media chairs.  The 
Friends need to continue to 
keep the public updated 
about its many contributions 
to the library and to town life. 
If those are not your areas of 
expertise, you’re still very 
welcome.   If you’re a Friend 
and can contribute in finance, 
fundraising, people skills, or 
just plain brainstorming on 
other committees, come 
share your strengths.   
Contact Terry at  
ttwigg@comcast.net 
or Helen at 
helenhsiaochinwong 
@gmail.com. 
The Friends look forward to 

hearing from you! 

Everyone loves the James 
Blackstone Memorial Library.  
It’s the pride of Branford and 
is always seeking support 
from the community.  As the 
Friends have grown, so has 
the demand for additional 
talented, energetic people to 
join the Board. They are nom-
inated and voted on at a reg-
ular monthly meeting. Could 
you be one of them? Don’t let 
one of these be your reasons 
not to: 
 
“I don’t have time.”  Yes, you 
do.  The Board meets only 
once a month.  If you can’t 
manage even that commit-
ment, there are many pro-
jects that you can work on in 
your own time, on your own 
schedule, and report in only 
as needed.  Sign up for a 
smaller project.  Better yet, 

The 2019 Book Sale Committee, L to R: Don Mitchell, Barbara Barrett, Alpha Coiro, Joe Genua (chairperson), 
Evelyn Moulton, Sue Rowen, Pat Mooney. (Not pictured:  Hatsie Mahoney, Pam Roy, Anna Bagley, Sue 
Schultz, Jon Clark).    Photo by Diane Puchalski 

The Town of Branford is 
375 years old!  Check out  

www.branford375.com 
and  #branford375 to 

keep up with all that will 
be happening this year. 

 
 

mailto:ttwigg@comcast.net
mailto:helenhsiaochinwong@gmail.com
mailto:helenhsiaochinwong@gmail.com


 

Friends Support 
Fellowship for 
Summer Intern 
 

At their January meeting, 
the Friends Board of 
Directors voted to 
approve a $1500 stipend 
for a summer intern to 
help organize and 
preserve archives 
relating to the Friends 
and Library history.  
Rachel Wells, a local 
student who has 
volunteered at the library 
during the past two 
summers, has been 
awarded the fellowship 
and will begin work when 
she returns from school 
this summer. 

from the chairmanship this 
year, leaving a daunting 
challenge for the new book 
sale leadership. This gift to 
the library is in addition to 
a previous $25,000 gift 
from the Friends. 
 
The second gift, also 
$25,000, is given in 
memory of Betsy Klar-
man.  Betsy was a hard-
working member of the 
Friends for many years and 
served as President from 
2012 to 2014.  This gift will 
be used to upgrade the 
sound system in the audi-
torium, which is in con-
stant demand for concerts, 
lectures, movies, and other 
events. 
 

These donations were pre-
sented to the Board of 
Trustees at the Friends’ 
Board of Directors holiday 
meeting on December 18th, 

 

This meeting will also hon-
or the team of book sort-
ers as special guests, 
whose indefatigable work, 
all year long, is the founda-
tion of the book sale’s suc-
cess. 
 
The Hally and Klarman 
families were also invited 
to the celebration. 
 
 

The Friends of the James 
Blackstone Memorial Li-
brary announced two do-
nations totaling $50,000 to 
the library on December 
18.  The combined dona-
tion is the largest in the 
Friends’ history.   
 
The first gift of $25,000 is 
made in honor of Matt and 
Mary Hally, who have 
chaired the Friends’ annual 
book sale for 20 years. 
 
Together with their son 
Mark, the Hallys have co-
ordinated everything from 
tent rental to transporta-
tion of 70,000 books, to 
sharing the space with oth-
er town organizations.  
The Hallys are retiring 

Friends Donate $50,000 to Library 

Members of the Klarman and Hally families with Friends donation.  Photo by Diane Puchalski 
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Board of Directors 2018-2019: 
 

Mary Hally, President 
Al Bertoline, Vice President 
Callista Stoddard, Treasurer 
Paula Harrington, 
    Assistant Treasurer 
    & Membership Chair 
Don Mitchell, Secretary 
Barbara Barrett 
Alpha Coiro 
Jonathan Clark 
Joe Genua 
Hatsie Mahoney 
Pam Roy 
John Smith 
Terry Twigg 
Helen Wong 
 

Karen Jensen, Library Director 

    Member Ex-Officio 

During the upcoming year, 
the latest construction up-
dates and news can be found 
on the library website: 
blackstonelibrary.org. 
 
Many thanks for your 
support! 
 

Karen Jensen 
Library Director 

Renovation Update 
The project we have been 
planning for years has start-
ed!  The Youth Services De-
partment has moved into the 
Auditorium for the duration 
of the project, and work has 
begun to transform the 2nd 
floor into a new computer 
lab, additional meeting rooms 
and office space. 

Construction of the new en-
try is in progress.  Until it is 
ready, you can enter through 
the back entrance next to the 
book drop. The door is acces-
sible with assistance.  Please 
ring the bell if you need help 
from a staff member to enter. 

Parking will be more of a 
challenge than usual in the 
upcoming year.  Please re-
member that the book drop 

located in back of the build-
ing is open 24-7.  Also, the 
Friends of the Library oper-
ates a book donation bin at 
the Volunteer Services Center 
at 30 Harrison Avenue, just 
around the corner from the 
library. 

We are also very pleased that 
the Campaign for the Black-
stone has exceeded its fund-
raising goal of $800,000!  Our 
naming opportunity raffle for 
the upper rotunda gallery 
space concluded on February 
1 — Shepard and Marlene 
Stone of Branford are the 
lucky winners! 

We are deeply grateful for 
the outpouring of community 
support and all of the hard 
work by the Friends that has 
brought us thus far. 

Return Service Requested 

Miss Carly and Miss Mary can be 
found in the Auditorium for the 
upcoming year. Photo by Diane 
Puchalski 
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