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Bruufori Carniyal is pictured.

Jane Peterson Bouley.

,Carnival was most popular
at the turn of the century

Carnival Days
A popular cvcnr irr Branfirrd ar rlrc rurrr

of thc ccntrrry was rlrc anrrual lJran[orrl
Carnival.'lhc firsr carnival was hcld Ocr.
7, ltt80 orr rhc (irccn and flcaturctl a carrlc
and dog show, vegerablc cxhibir and a

paradc wirh floats. In the ensuing years
the fair includcd additional cvcnts suclr as

a grcase polc by the GAR monumcnr and
horsc anrl buggy raccs down N{ontowcsc
Srrcct.

ln 1901 tlre carnival n'as raken ovcr l;y
tlrc Brarrlirrtl Brrsincss lr'lcn's r\sstx iariorr
and nrovcd ro thc Driving Park orr [asr
N{ain Strccr. tsicycle and rrorting races
were held ar thc new location in addirion
to the annual parade. Arhlcric cvcnts and

an cvening dancc werc rlre fcarurcs on
Saturday. \Vinning a prize at rhc para.lc
u'as rhc lrllF floar wirh Ronran glldiators
riding on top bcrng pullcd by lbur white
Irorscs. Alxrur 6,tt00 pcoplc arrcudcd rlrc
carnival rhat year.

l'he last Branford Carnival was hcld in
l9l0 at rhe Driving Park with rhe usual
cxhibirs, dances and events. An exciring
cntry in thc paradc was a floar nradc by
Claus Johnson of a modcl airplanc which
causrrl nruch commotion as most pcoplc
lrarl rrcvcr sccn a planc. 1'lrc closirrg olthc
Driving Park was rhc major facror in rhc
tcrmination of rhc annual carnival.


