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Pictufes of the Past.'
The tuk in Indian Neck

InJuly of 1879 a schooner was found by
George Averill of Branford on Morris Rocft
off Clam Island in Indian Neck. No crew
could be found and the cargo of pine
boards was scattered in the witer. A'few
days larer rhe captain of the boar came for-
ward and explained thar rhe 7)-foor
schooner was the 'Jenny Lind" out of Sag
Harbor. The crew had beeo oicked uo bv 

-a

passing fshing srearner afrci the boar h'ad
swamped.

G.orgS Averill took posession of the
boat and pulled it to shore. He convened
ir into a populil resnuranr at rhe western
end of Undcn Avenue and named ir "The
Ark" aftcr Noah's fanrous boat. The
establishmenr was open in the summer of.
fering shore dinnirs, clam bakes, ice

cream and boat rentals. k was esoeciallv
popular for reunions and offlred ;
panorarnic view of the Branford shoreline.

Thc Ark was run by George Averill unril
his death in 1908 and manlged from that
time by his son louis Avcrifi. The Averill
famil1' continued operadng the resraurant
until ir closed in 1920,

The Ark was replaced by summer cot-
tages but.rhc inn was srill standing in
l-938. During-rhe huricane on Sept. 2b of
that year, CliffCollin's boat "Rosi" came
ashore and collided with the buildini
causing exteasive damage and tearing off
the _porch. The building was divided-and
made rnro rwo summer cottagcs. Only
memories of the Ark remain.
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