
Donated Foote portrait to grace Town Hall
he history of banking in Brantbrd is most
ciosely tied to the Foote tamily.

William R. Foote (1848-t938) and his son

Wallace H. ( 1875- 1966) were secretary and treasurer
of Brantbrd Savings Bank, tbunded in 1889. They
were also among the founders of the Brantord Trust
Co., rvhich was chartered in 1907. The Branfbrd Trust
Co. opened for business on July 17. l9l I and shared

the office space with Branfbrd Savings Bank at 204
Main St. at the corner of
Harrison Avenue. It was the

tirst time checking
accounts were offered in
Branford. The otficers of
the Branford Trust were
Richard Bradley as

president, Wallace H.
Foote. secretary, and
William R. Foote as

treasurer. The relationshiP
of the two banks continued
until the 1950s when the

State Banking Crrmmission
mandated their separation.

Wallace Foote purchased
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A portrait of Branford pltilanthropist Wallctce H. Foote h Branibrd residents Eurl und Joyce Colter

lrus been clonutecl to rhe town b1t Shayvtrutt Bank to be lnmg in Town Hall. LeJi to rigltt ttre Patricia

Atrdersort, of Slawmut Bank, Toyvn Historian Jane P. Bouley, Eric ,\nderson, of' Sltuvvtttttt Bctnk,

lttrrner direcror oJ'BranfurclTrust Williatt Cannon, vvltn cotrurrissioned to have the portrttit token, ond

Fir.st Selectman Juth' Gott.

the Henry Averiil house at ll9 Montowese St. tor the

new otfice. The architect tor the renovations was

George Hail of Stony Creek with rvork by Rivolta
Construction of Hamden. In i964, Brantbrci Trust rvas

soid to the First Nerv Haven Nationai Bank. the oldest
bank ln the country. First New Haven eventually
became First Bank and atter a series of mergers
Shawmut Bank ncw occupies the site at ll9
Montowese St. The town has benefitted tiom the
phiianthropy of Wallace H. Foote whose bequest
established Foote Park. A portrait of Wallace H. Foote
by Earl Colter has been donated to the town of Bran-
tbrd by Shawmut Bank and rvill hang in Town Hall.
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the Branford Trust were

Richard Bradley as

president, Wallace H.
Foote. secretary, and

William R. Foote as

treasurer. The relationshiP
of the two banks continued
until the 1950s when the

State Banking Commission
mandated their seParation.

Wallace Foote purchased

the Henry Averill house at 119 Montowese St. for the

new office. The architect for the renovations was

George Hall of Stony Creek with work by Rivolta
Construction of Hamden. In 1964. Branford Trusl was

sold to the First Neu' Haven Nationai Bank. the oldest

bank in the country. First New Haven eventualiy
became First Bank and after a series of mergers

Shawmut Bank now occupies the site at 119

Montowese St. The town has benefrtted from the

philanthropy of Wallace H. Foote whose bequest

Lstablished Foote Park. A portrait of Wallace H. Foote

bt, Earl Colter has been donated to the town of Bran-
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ford bv Shawmut Bank and will hang in Town Hall
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Photo bv Lisa A. Lee

A portrait of Branford philanthropisr Wallace H. Foote b1, Branford residents Earl and Joyce Coher

ltas been dornted to the town bv- Shawnurt Bank to be luutg in Town HaIL Left to right are Patricia

Anrlerso,, of Shawmur Bank, Town Historian Jane P' Bouley, Eric Anderson' of Shawnurt Bank'

fornter clireitor of Branfurcl rrust williatt cannon, who cornmissioned t0 have the portrail takett, and

First selectnnn Jud)' Gott'

Slmwmut Bank nov'or:cupies tht historic ,sitc
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The .f.ormer Henrv Averill httrrst' ttt I lq
ltl ttntrtv't',st' S/. x.'r:.r t'ttttt'cnetl ittto Iltt IJrettt.lonl
'l nt.tt BttttL ttt lL)51 . /i tlrl.r itttt'r lltt 'ritt tt.i [:tr'st

,\'r'rr' //rtrllt Nutittttal Btrrti; ttttti I:'tr.rt IJutt; tttttl is

ttttt,, tirt' ittr'itI i'trttttt'Ir ttI IJntnIttlzi Srtt'trt(r lJrtrtA.
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