
Pictur6s of the Past

m_ _ _!J.Y9.tty,Capitol. grew suawberries as did Hcnry Averill in
.rne montn otJune brlngs the flperung Indian Ncck andJohn Barron on his farm

ot strawberries which scrves as_a rcmilrder on East Main Strict. In lg59 rhe farmcrs
that Branford was a major pr-9-{u9qr-_gf th_c org*ii.a ifri gi"ni"J r.ii Cr-p".y i"
bcrry inrhc late 1800s until rvorld tvar I, ;;e;;i;;r;iia;;; pri.iil;;Jrlftpil;;
Branford-grown strawberries were shippcd from Branford. Th.' Corio"n, shiio.iby.train to markets {ong th_c eastern i,:ooq""*;f"r;;L.;i;'i;iii.;J'"I;
scaboard cspecially to Bost6n. In a good knownL the larsest Droducer ii ifr. f"rt.
growrng year,- 10,000 gua*s- of bcrries Thc last large ihiprircnt of strawbcrrics
wcre shippcd from Branford- Many Euro- from Branfoid **'-"J. in 1916.
pean immigrants were hired to pick the
berries and were paid 2 cents a quan. Aftcr lforld rvar I some of the farms
Scveral gcncratiomof families picked side were sold and hclp became harder to find.
by.sidc in thc ficlds and about 1,000 A fcw farmcrs'still grew strawbcrries
pickcn were used in Branford during thc among them werc John"Coolac and Johnseason. Johnson of Todd's Hill, thc Cooke and

The largest farm in Branford to grow
strawberries was that of the plant familv of
Branford Hills in the section then known
as Plantsville. About l) carloads of berries
consisting of 20,000 q-uzrrs were shippcd
to thc Boston market from the plantiirm
per year and accounted for about one-half
of all thc berries produced in Branford.
The Plant farm was also thc larscst oro-
ducer of peaches in New Englani.

Thc Nichols farm on Cherry Hill was
another major grower of strawberries in
Branford. Thirty of its 120 acres were
devoted to strawberries. The Bcach family

Sansone families and Irving Field. The
times were changing and Branford was
becoming less of a farming and more of a
suburban community. The Plan family or-
chard is now Cddors, the Nichols farm is
epartmenc and stores, Barrons farm is
now the Branford High School and Henry
Avcrill's field is now the Indian Neck
School and Foote Park.

Perhaps while you eat your strawbcrry
shoncakc this Junc you-might pausc to
reflect on Bran?ord's'past co-ntridution to
thc strawberry industry.
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PicAkg struubeties in Branford.

-Jane Pcterson Bouley


