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UINTERNS DECOMTE the Granite Bay Hotel and adjoining
cottages during tbe annual Short Beach lllumination Do!'
Photi courtesy of the Branford Historical Society,

Illumination D 
^y Precursor

of present Short Beach days
Illumination Day rang and the illumination proviied.a

Orrc of tlrc highlights of tlie beairtiful sight. Many people.took the

surnrncr scason .,i^. ih. Illtrmination 30 cent cruise on Edwin Batdwin's

I)ay hcld in Augusr at Short Beach. sreamer "'\l{[ite Star" to view the
'l'hc 

"u"nt 
*r, ,i"rt.d about I g9o by spectacle. The boat owners of Short

the l,ocrcss h.lla'$Thcclcr \Tilcox rvlxr [ieach also decorated their boats with
w&s atl avid swimmer and enfoyccl gala |anterns and a boat parade added to

effairs. Swirnnring ancl canoc raccs the festivities.
rvcre hcld ar Lon[ Beac6 (l]eckett Eventudly lllumination Day.

Avenuc) *long rulth a diving became Short Beach Days and the

conrpetition. 
tl'1,.r. *a. also a naptlra event was moved to Labor Day 

.

lrun'.1., rcgarra and many acri,ritic.s fior weekend and expanded to include

thc chil,lr"en including sack races. A tube and running races, dances and ski

concert wa^s held in tf,e evening shows. Short Beach Days were

followe<l by fireworks. suspended during \(orld r$Var II but

All of rhe cortages along Main *.i. ror..d in 1946. This y_ear . 
'

Street (now ShorJDrive) hom Nellie marks the 46th annualShort Beach

Creen'i to Granite Bay were strung Days and the three day affiair ends

with Japanese lant.rns also called 
- with 

" 
.ottu*. parade on Labor Day.

"illuminations." All of the lanterns
were lit when the bell at the chapel Jane Peterson Bouley


