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Plantation-style house
had gruced town center

The Tenncy Homc
Onc of Branfotd's finest homes once

stood ar the corncr o[ Laurel Strcct and
Main Street and be longcd to Dr. and Mrs.
Arthur Tcnney.

Atthur John Tcnncy was born in 1816
rnd graduatcd frqm Yalc Medical School
in la-41. Hc camc to Branford in thc fall of
1884 and began to ptactitc medicine, one
of sevcral doctors in Blanford at that timc.
ln 1888 hc mattied Laura Joanna Ham'
met, daughte r of Thowald F. and
Delphiane (Lundsteen) llammcr o[ Btan-
ford. Mr. llamme r was onc of thc
founders of the Mallcablc lron Firtings
Company.

The Tcnncys livcd in a small housc ncar
thc liblary for scvcral years. This house was

moved to the rear of the propclty and is

srill standing at l9 Laure I St. A new homc
was brrilt on thc original sire in 1904 in thc
srylc of a Soutlrtrtr planration. 'I'lrc lrorrrc
was quitc largc wirh a massivc pillared cn.
trrnct rnd several intcrcsting dormcrs and
addirions. Dr. 'ltnncy was ooc of rhc filst

peoplc in Branford to own an euromobilc.
A carporr was built on the side of rhc
housc witlr an enrancc inro his office . The
grounds of thc cstatc werc always
immiculate.

f)r. Tcnncy dicd in 1928 bur l.aura
Hammcr Tenney continued to occupy thc
homc until her dcath io 1962 at the age

98, outliving her husband by 14 ycars. Stre

is fondly remembe rcd as being dcvoted to
animals and was always kind ro the
children that passcd by.

Tlrc lromc was sold in 1961 and torn
down to makc way for rhc Union 'Irrrst
Bank which continucs today ro do busiocss
ar rhc sirc.


