
Reference recommends… 
 

Gideon the Ninth by Tamsyn Muir  
“A great story with a funny main character and 
amazing world building. A mashup of sci-fi, 
mystery, and horror with queer themes.” 
 

Red, White, and Royal Blue by Casey McQuiston 
“A sweet and steamy LGBTQ romance. Awesome 
and diverse characters, snappy dialogue, and 
generally hilarious.” 
 

To Be Taught, if Fortunate by Becky Chambers* 
“A short, stand alone dip into the space opera 
genre by a great author. Awesome descriptions 
and world building.” 
   —Christina 
 

Anything by the following authors: 
 

Chris Bohjalian 
Colson Whitehead 
C.J. Box 
Alafair Burke 
Preston & Child 
Jeffrey Deaver 
 —Deb 
 

Author Margaret Atwood  
“Whether she’s writing fiction, poetry, sci-fi, 
historical fiction, or short stories, the indomitable 
Atwood never disappoints. She’s an expert on 
the human condition and the lives of women 
past, present, and future. Yet no matter how 
grim the subject matter, she always manages to 
inject some of her famous wit.”  
 

Hamnet by Maggie O'Farrell 
“It's not often that a book truly brings me to 
tears, but Hamnet's lyrical descriptions, 
emotional insights, and genuinely gut wrenching 
plot made it one of the most moving books I've 
read in years. This tale of Shakespeare's family, 
and their lives in his absence, makes it clear The 
Bard isn't the only one with a powerful story to 
tell.” 
 —Jenna 

Circulation is obsessed with… 

 

MaddAddam trilogy by Margaret Atwood 
“I LOVE these novels that follow several characters 
through a dystopian landscape populated by 
genetically engineered beings that is ultimately 
about mankind’s endurance. “ 
 

The House in the Cerulean Sea by TJ Klune 
“I loved this book and I hated when it ended! It has 
magic, humor, second chances and a cast of 
characters you can’t help fall in love with. It’s a story 
about realizing that its never too late to turn your 
life around and that you can find  family in the 
unlikeliest of places. 
 

Lovecraft Country by Matt Ruff 
“A novel that draws parallels between the horror 
fiction of H.P Lovecraft and racism in Jim Crow 
America. Genre-bending and timely.” 
    —Angela 
 

The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern 
“Fanciful, magical and engrossing.” 
 

The Poppy Wife by Caroline Scott 
“Historical fiction, moving, profound loss and love.” 
 

After the Flood by Kassandra Montag* 
“Apocalyptic, futuristic, despair & hope .” 
 

Love and Ruin by Paula McLain 
“Historical fiction. Great insight into Ernest 
Hemingway and his third wife, journalist Martha 
Gelhorn.” 
    —Barbara 
 

Lost in the Valley of Death: A Story of Obsession 
and Danger in the Himalayas by Harley Rustad.   
“The life, and disappearance at age 36, of world 
traveler Justin Alexander. “ 
 

Eyes of the Rigel by Roy Jacobsen.   
“The last novel in the Ingrid Barroy trilogy, set 
during WWII.” 
 

Whose Names are Unknown by Sanora Babb   
“Semi-autobiographical novel set during the Dust 
Bowl.” 
    —Deirdre 

Fresh Water for Flowers by Valerie Perrin.  
“Beautiful story of love and loss. Translated from 
French” 
 

The Truth According to Us by Annie Barrows.  
“She is the co author of The Guernsey Literary and 
Potato Peel Society. Its a story of family ties and 
secrets with characters you are sure to fall in love 
with.” 
 

A Discovery of Witches by Deborah Harkness 
“Really liked this one! Difficult to classify, but I guess 
you would say historical fantasy about witches, 
vampires and demons. I loved all of the characters. I 
read it during quarantine and I couldn't put it down. 
Looking forward to the next 2 books in the series.“ 
    —Erin 
 
Devotions: The Selected Poems of Mary Oliver   
“This definitive collection spanning more than five 
decades includes many of Mary Oliver's beautiful 
poems. These classic poems suspend time as we 
know it. Mary's work transports the reader away 
from the stress and chaos of the everyday world into 
a mindful state of being.” 
 

The King's Best Highway: The Lost History of the 
Boston Post Road by Eric Jaffe   
“From Indian trails to modern interstates journey 
through New England history through the creation 
of one of America's earliest roads. My personal 
desire to time travel and go back to the 1900s was 
fulfilled with this non-fictional narrative about the 
first postal network. Maps, letters, and fascinating 
details about the road we all travel on and see in 
our own lives.  
 

The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath    

“This semi-autobiographical novel depicts Esther 
Greenwood, a 19 year old undergraduate student, 
and her descent into mental illness while attending 
her summer internship in NYC. I appreciate how 
accessible this novel has always been. Relatable to 
teens and adults, the timeless writing of Plath is 
witty, poetic, and devastating.     
    —Jared 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Looking for some book suggestions from 
the experts? Want to find a new book 

buddy? Or just get to know your  
local librarians better?  

 
Here are a few of our favorite things!  

Staff Picks 



The Orphanmaster by Jean Zimmerman.  
“Set 1663 in the tiny, Dutch colony of New 
Amsterdam, now present-day southern 
Manhattan, orphan children are going missing. 
Includes mix of cultures (Native Americans, 
African Americans, German, Swedish) that made 
up the colony and successfully weaves in the 
values and all gray areas of life.” 
 

Every Cloak Rolled in Blood by James Lee Burke.  
“New novel about a grieving writer battling 
demons as he mourns the loss of his only child.” 
 

Milk Street Vegetables by Christopher Kimball.   
“A very nice cookbook with amazing veggie 
recipes; pictures are stunning.” 
 

    —Moira 
When Women Ruled the World: Six Queens of 
Egypt by Kara Cooney. 
“Interested in reading about the most powerful 
women in Ancient Egyptian history? This book is 
the ticket! From Hatshepsut to Cleopatra, this 
novel dives deep into the personal histories of 
each female Pharaoh, as well as their influence 
for women in power today.” 
 

Consent: A Memoir by Vanessa Springora. 
“This eye-opening memoir about Vanessa 
Springora, 13-years-old at the time of this story, 
who becomes romantically involved with a 
renowned French author, 37 years her senior. 
Springora's novel offers an intimate insight into 
the meaning of love, consent, and the toll of 
trauma, as well as the power of healing.” 
 

Empress In Disguise by Zoey Gong and Amanda 
Roberts 
“A historical romance set in the Forbidden City of 
China, the main protagonist Daiyu lives in poverty 
with her parents and 5 younger siblings. That is 
until a chance meeting with a girl who looks just 
like her will change her life forever. (This story is a 
retelling of the Princess and the Pauper, based on 
true events).” 
 

    —Sara G. 

Youth Services suggests… 
 

Cultish by Amanda Montell *  
“What makes cults so intriguing, persuasive and 
terrifying? Do you ever wonder why people join 
and more importantly why they stay? Could 
CrossFit, Peloton or even MaryKay fall into this 
category? Through a combination of storytelling, 
research and interviews Montell shares the 
power behind words and how they can draw us 
INTO the in crowd.” 
 

Britt-Marie was Here by Fredrik Backman 
“Britt-Marie has a lot of opinions and has been 
stuck in a hamster wheel for quite some time. 
When she decides to leave her cheating husband 
and becomes the caretaker of a recreation center 
in a dead end town she realizes that she has a lot 
to offer a big hearted community.” 
 

Thursday Murder Club by Richard Osman  
“What could be better than a who done it? One 
that takes place in a spunky retirement 
community! Here four unlikely friends come 
together to discuss unsolved murders but what 
happens when the murder takes place close to 
home? Will the local authorities take their little 
club seriously? Read to find out. “ 
    —Carly   
 

What Happened to the Bennetts by Lisa 
Scottoline  
“Jason Bennett is a suburban dad who owns a 
court-reporting business, but one night, his life 
takes a horrific turn. A horrific flash of violence 
changes his life forever.” 
 

Someone Always Knows by Lisa Gardner 
“A thrilling new novel that sends missing persons 
expert Frankie Elkin into a national forest in 
Wyoming looking for a young man who 
disappeared without a trace. When the search 
team encounters immediate threats to their 
survival, Frankie realizes she’s up against 
something very dark—and she’s running out of 
time.” 
   

If I Were You by Lynn Austin 
“1950. In the wake of the war, Audrey Clarkson 
leaves her manor house in England for a fresh start 
in America with her young son. As a widowed war 
bride, Audrey needs the support of her American in-
laws, whom she has never met. But she arrives to 
find that her longtime friend Eve Dawson has been 
impersonating her for the past four years. 
Unraveling this deception will force Audrey and 
Eve’s secrets—and the complicated history of their 
friendship—to the surface.” 
    —Mary 
Good Omens by Neil Gaiman & Terry Pratchett 
“Now streaming on Amazon Prime! A fantastical 
comedy about the end of the world. Perfectly 
mismatched friends—one a demon, the other an 
angel—set out to balance the scales between good 
and evil, thereby protecting the world from the end 
of times. Add in eight bikers of the apocalypse, a 
witch-hunter, a witch, a hellhound named Dog, and 
you’re in for a good time!” 
 

The Diabolic by S.J. Kincaid   
“A Sci-Fi Adventure with a butt-kicking female lead! 
In a future world where technology has been 
outlawed by the church, spaceships are crumbling 
and the elite upper class are in danger all the time. 
Meet Nemesis—an assassin in disguise—
masquerading amongst the elite in order to protect 
the one she loves. To survive, Nemesis will need to 
act like everyone else. But what does it mean to be 
human? And who will she kill next?” 
 

Three Dark Crowns by Kendare Blake 
“With three amazing characters, it’s hard to pick a 
favorite! YA Fantasy. In each generation, three 
queens are born with a special gift. One is an 
elemental, who can harness the fury of nature. One 
a poisoner, born with the innate ability to survive 
the deadliest venom. And the last a naturalist, who 
can bend animals to her will. Yes, three gifted 
queens are born in each generation. But only one 
can survive to take the throne…”  
    —Sarah 

Administration approves of... 
 

The Only Woman in the Room by Marie Benedict 
 

The Paris Library by Janet Skeslien Charles 
 

“Both novels are based on true stories. Fascinating, 
fast reads with a WWII history lesson built right in.” 
 

    —Kathy 
 
Our Director digs... 
 

The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of 
America’s Great Migration by Isabel Wilkerson 
“Between 1915 and 1970, millions of Black 
Americans left the Jim Crow South to points north 
and west, seeking better lives and true freedom. 
This book follows three people in their journeys, 
from Mississippi to Chicago, from Florida to Harlem, 
and from Louisiana to California. This is a beautifully 
written account of how cities were transformed by 
what they brought with them: Southern food, faith, 
and culture, and drive, discipline, and hard work.” 
  

Disappearing Earth by Julia Phillips 
“This excellent story gives a twist on the standard 
mystery. A girl is abducted in a Russian town -- as 
the months go by, the story follows a few different 
characters as they go about their lives and are 
directly or indirectly affected by the disappearance. 
This is a fascinating glimpse into life in Russia, with 
the kidnapping always in the background... until 
suddenly, it isn't. A very satisfying read.” 
  

    —Katy 
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*=No physical copy at Blackstone, but is available 
through our Overdrive or Hoopla catalogs 


